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This is the first part of an article that I
wrote for the 2022 ACNA Annual
Archbishop Essay Contest.

compassionate Christians at the
grassroots level to spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ by
restoring her God given revelation
in response to the use of abortion
as birth control, the ideological
offspring of the sexual revolution.

eople desire a system of
governance that benefits
them and the community in which
they live. Revolutions happen
when that system of government
fails them. Sometimes those
revolutions are won peacefully and
sometimes not. The excitement of
a new system of governance feeds
the promise of a better life. The
American, French, and Russian
Revolutions are a few notable
historical revolutions. These
revolutions can also happen on a
cultural level where social norms
are targeted rather than political
leaders. The sexual revolution is
one such shift that has affected
modern day life in innumerable
ways. It promised a better life
where sexual stigmas dissipated,
but at the expense of the family
unit. In this essay, I will contend
that the church must mobilize

Revolutions will happen as long as
sin is in the world. Sin is the
misuse of freewill and the
distortion of passions and
emotions.1 Revolutions are
triggered when people are
negatively affected by the misuse
of freewill by their leader. Society
reflects sin nature as is seen in the
news and social media.
Specifically, the issue of abortion,
deeper than any political ideology,
is an issue of sin which affects
everyone. The sexual revolution
idealized the choice to pursue
sexual relationships freely,
considering the creation of life to
be easily ‘reversible.’ It challenged
the stigma which vilified women
(not men) who engaged in
extramarital relationships.2 The
issue for the revolution was equity
not fidelity. It sought to
destigmatize sexual relationships
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outside of marriage rather than
show the innumerable benefits of
faithfulness in the family. Thus, the
distortion of sexual desires
correlates with the tolerance of
abortion.

The heavenly Father cares for all
of His creation, especially humans.
Jesus taught that the Lord cares
for the birds and the grass but
cares for people more than
anything else.4 Humans are
wonderful and capable of creating
The use of abortion as birth
beautiful things just like the one in
control is wrong and affects
whose image they were created. In
humanity by hindering its total
fact, God himself became human
growth. It is, after all, the
in order to enter into the same
termination of human life. It is
human suffering.5 He was
unjust to end the life of another,
miraculously conceived by the
especially when her existence is
seen as an inconvenience to the life Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary.
God dwelled on earth in order to
of her parents. The sexual
revolution’s pursuit of equity over make a way of salvation for
humanity from suffering.6 The
fidelity stunts the progress of
sanctity of life is the reason God
humans flourishing. The Yad
Vashem Holocaust Remembrance sent His only begotten son so that
Center demonstrates the profound whosoever believes in him should
not perish but have everlasting
impact of children in the
life.7 The sanctity of life in the
Children’s Memorial section. The
scriptures gives a voice to those in
light of one candle reflects off
the womb, to the ones closer to
mirrors to portray its light
the tomb, and everywhere in
throughout the room to make it
look like the stars in the night sky. between.
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It symbolizes the impact of one
1Pia Sophia Chaudhari, Dynamis of Healing:
child on the world. The potential
Patristic Theology and the Psyche (New York:
for good is ended when life is
Fordham University Press, 2019), 33.
terminated in utero.
2Mary Eberstadt, Adam and Eve after the
Pill: Paradoxes of the Sexual Revolution (San
Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2012), 101.
3Geneisis 1:26
4 Matthew 6:27-31
5John 1:14; Hebrews 4:15
6Chaudhari, Dynamis of Healing, 41.
7John 3:16

The underlying foundation
recognizes the sanctity of human
life. Humans were created in the
image of God.3 The divine imprint
on humanity equalizes everyone in
that none is greater than the other.
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or many people, the month
of December is a time of
waiting for Christmas. And that is
true for me also, but for me even
more than a month of
anticipating the coming of
Christmas is the anticipation of
traveling through the season of
Advent! And like many other
kinds of anticipation we have in
our lives: The anticipation of our
birthday each year, the
anticipation of going to the
mountains on that family
camping trip; the anticipation of
graduation from Middle School
and High School, and College;
the anticipation of getting
engaged and married, the
anticipation of that long awaited
child we are expecting, and so
many other kinds of anticipation
and milestones in our lives.
However, in each of these times
of waiting and anticipation we
also have a period of preparation:
preparing for the kinds of
knowledge needed to graduate,
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the preparation for the equipment
and supplies for camping in the
mountains, the maturation for
becoming a year older, the
preparation for the finding and
learning and discovering all that is
necessary for having a committed
relationship and being ready for
marriage, the preparation needed
to become a parent, and all
require mental, emotional and
physical, and sometimes financial
preparation! So, of course, it is
also true that we need to have a
period of preparation and
activities to welcome the coming
of the baby Jesus into our world.
This advent is something that
changed the life of every single
person who believes what His
coming into our world, and what
was accomplished through His
life, did for us, and will continue
to do for all who believe in Him,
until He comes again in glory to
reign here on Earth as He does in
Heaven with His Father, God!
That is, for me, a really mind
boggling event!

Each year when I take out my
Advent wreath and Advent
calendar and set everything up
on the Dining Room table I
start to think and pray and give
thanks for this Season and what
it represents in my life. Each day
the readings speak to me of
things that help to prepare my
mind and heart for Jesus. And
each day gives me more and
more spiritual energy and peace
(at the same time, which must
be the working of the Holy
Spirit), as I meditate and pray. I
love lighting the candles and
gazing at the colors of the
flowers and decorations that I
put out, in the Advent colors,
that help me to relax and focus
during my contemplation and
meditation of God’s Word. It all
works together to make a lovely
and loving time in each day that
nothing else can replace. I
believe this is true because God
is so present in His Word when
we give Him the chance to be
there and take the time to sit in
silence with Him. All of this
seems to rejuvenate and inspire
me in ways that increases my
energy, increases my
appreciation of people and
circumstances, and gives me a

new perspective on my life that
is sometimes running short on
all that it needs. It fills up my
gas tank when I am almost
running on empty. In today’s
world that is a great gift that is
sorely needed by many of us.
So, for all of these reasons, and
many more that I haven’t got
the time or space to write about
just now, I look forward to
Advent Season with everything
in my being, and try to enjoy it
to the fullest, as Jesus tells us we
should live life to the fullest! I
hope and pray this will
encourage some of you to make
an Advent Calendar or Wreath,
or both, and do the daily Advent
scriptures, with maybe a small
candle or two or three or four,
to add to your enjoyment of this
season, and let it all fill up your
tank too! BLESSED ADVENT
to all of you!
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Greg,

We are
beginning to
transition from
your physical
presence to
your spiritual
presence in our
hearts. My
mind is full of
Greg Bond memories. They lift
my spirits and provide me with
many thoughts to reflect upon.

Thank you for all the times you
led our Bible studies. You did
extensive research about the
Readings. You asked us
introspective questions. We had
rich discussions. You planted
many seeds within us for
reflection, implementation,
spurring us on in our walk with
the LORD and ways to minister.

Thank you for all your many
theological and scriptural based
sermons. I know that you
considered the diaconate at some
time in the past. You surpass me
and many of my diaconate
classmates in your grasp of the
Scriptures, your understanding of
them and how they reveal Christ
in his ministry to humanity and
the building of his Kingdom. We
anticipated your pre-sermon jokes
and looked forward to the times
you preached.

Thank you for being our Senior
Warden. Thank you for being
actively involved and speaking
your voice in the process of
finding Christ the King our new
priest and bringing Father Fabien
to be our shepherd. You gave
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voice, sometimes with force and
questioned our thinking during
our Vestry meetings.

need several pages to
acknowledge all the many ways
both of you have served the
LORD, touched my life and the
lives of others. Only God knows
the number. You are Daniel’s
father and then reached out and
took under wing Justin, Jacob,
and Nolan. You were a “son” for
Judy.

Thank you for serving during our
worship services. Thank you for
all the times you carried the Cross
as we processed in and recessed
out. When you read or spoke,
your voice was always strong and
well heard. I know that lighting
the candles on the altar was
sometimes vexing for you. I
treasure those moments when you
would look to me as to which one
you should light first. Thank you
for all the times you participated
in numerous roles in our many
services and functions. You read
the Lessons at my ordination.

You were very open about the
alcoholism even putting it into
some of your sermons. You took
your vow of sobriety and never
wavered.
It is to God’s Glory that He put
you in our midst. He had things
for you to do for Him and His
Kingdom here at Christ the King,
in our community and the greater
world. You have touched us, and
our time together is a Blessing.

I remember when you and Diana
sat next to one another at St.
Michael’s when we were studying
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace. I
smile remembering the many
footsies and handholds
under the table. As you
took your last breath here
on this earth you were in
the presence of Christ as
you took that first breath
in heaven. God took you
home on Diana’s
Birthday. Diana and you
are together! I would

In Christ and His Love,
Debby
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Celebrating
Rebecca Mulvey,
2022
Honored Woman

Bring your favorite coffee or tea
cup & saucer and something sweet
or savory to share. Coffee, tea and
cold drinks will be provided.
Friends are always welcome!
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10:00 am
This year Christmas falls on a Sunday so we will be having a Christmas
Day Service. This will be a Holy Eucharist Service at our normal time
of 10:00 am and there will be Sunday School and Nursery as well.
There will not be a Christmas Eve Service this year.

$15 Due:
Sunday—December 18
Please fill out the envelopes
provided in your bulletins on
December 4 & 11 with your
dedication information and place
your check or cash inside. You
may take your plants with you after
the Christmas Day Service or the
Lessons & Carols Service on
January 1.
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November 20, 2022

Congratulations to Danyan Hong, William
Hodges, and Jeph & Tara Randolph!
We are so glad you joined CTK.
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Thank you Jo Stauffer & all who helped & gave!
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December 3 ~ 1:00pm
St. Andrew’s Room
CTK Office (760) 793-1205
Jo Stauffer (760) 793-3945
Join us for a Baby Shower for
Charity Pering. The Perings’ little
girl is due on December 22nd.
Call the church office or Jo

Stauffer for gift ideas.
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Sunday, January 1, 2023—10:00 am

December 7—Chris Ford
December 9—Carol Pauling
December 10—Dick Quinnelly
December 10—IreLynn Boyle
December 17—MadaLynn Boyle
December 18—Jason Ford
December 19—Ashlynn Boyle
December 25—Jesus Christ
December 26—Isaac Randolph

Dec. 7—John & Elizabeth Lorch
Dec. 24—Jim & Melody Witham

January’s Deadline

Sunday, December 11th
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Mike Archer
Wyatt Berz
Joseph Brown
Ryan Bruce
Nathaniel Carrasco
Stevie Ann Duff
Leslie Franklin
Daniel Hobson
Tim Johnson
Tim Kaber
Daniel Kennedy
Joseph Leckey
Mark Ian Longacre
Darren McCue
Alex McDonald
Andrea McDonald
Tania Palmer
JP Pooley
Ron Reed
Robbie Reid
Dennis Roberts, Jr.
James Ryan
Justin Sanders
Megan R. Schwerin
James Smith
Justin Smith
Jonathan Smitherman
Daniel Walters
Logan Waterman
Scott Welker
Jessica Wells

Statement of Financial Position
October 31, 2022

General Fund

92,941.25

Designated Funds
3120 Immediate Funds (Building & Plant)
31610 Altar Guild

56,608.59
1,100.57

31617 Mission of the Quarter Fund
31635 Daughters of the Holy Cross Fund

150.00
50.00

31645 Food Baskets Fund

301.20

31660 Martha & Mary Fund

140.13

31675 Youth Discretionary Fund

1,574.74

31820 Uncategorized Donations Fund

25.00

31830 Christ the King Academy Fund

0.38

Alta One Balance

154,891.89

Profit & Loss Performance
January—October 2022
Income/
Expenses

YTD

Total Income

175,261.81

Total Expenses

153,535.31

Net Income
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21,726.50

Ministry Leaders
Rector

Fr. Fabien Pering

(864) 525-1136

Deacon

Dcn. Debby Buffum

(760) 375-7489

Deacon

Dcn. Judy Battershell

(760) 371-4031

Parish Administrator

Melody Witham

(760) 793-1205

Music Director

Jordan Covert

(760) 608-1673

Director of Children’s Ministry

Barbara Arnts

(760) 608-3062

Sexton

Arnold Arnts

(760) 793-5510

Treasurer

John Lorch

(760) 793-0329

Daryl Moore (2025)

(760) 793-8883

Vestry (Formation), Sr. Warden

Vestry (Parish Fellowship)

Vestry (Com. Con.), Prayer Chain Coord. Rebecca Mulvey (2025)

(760) 608-7069

Vestry (Parish Fellowship), Jr. Warden;
Convention Delegate, Sound/Video
Leader, Building Committee Chair

Michael Palmer (2024)

(760) 793-2999

Vestry (Formation); Receiving
Treasurers & Stewardship Coordinator

Vilma Garrett (2024)

(760) 375-1383

Vestry (Parish Fellowship), Vestry Clerk

Melanie Lucero (2024)

(760) 608-3385

Vestry (Community Connections)

Fred Pauling (2023)

(760) 384-2085

Vestry (Community Connections)

Jennifer Turbett (2023)

(760) 382-1864

Vestry (Formation), Acolyte Director,
Alternate Convention Delegate

Sharon Battershell (2023) (760) 384-3385

M&Ms President, Food for Needy &
Operation Christmas Child Coordinator

Jo Stauffer

(760) 793-3945

DHC, President; Usher & Greeter Coord. Annie Blanc

(760) 793-3068

Convention Delegate

Phyllis Stewart (2023)

(760) 793-9278

Alternate Convention Delegate

Tiffany Palmer (2023)

(661) 247-5581

Altar Guild Chairman

Marge Brooks

(760) 371-7785

Pastoral Care, Intercessory Prayer Leader,
Lou Burrows
Compass Rose Chairman
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(760) 384-3444

Christ the King Anglican Church
PO Box 1132
Ridgecrest, CA 93556-1132

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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