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Enlarge the place of your tent and let the curtains of
your habitations be stretched out; do not hold back;
lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes.”
Isaiah 54:2

Rector’s Message
by The Rev’d Fabien Pering

D

ear Brother and Sisters,

Unlike a modern family, the
children would not move out
Isaiah 54:2 says, “Enlarge
when they got married. Families
the place of your tent and let the
would grow when their sons got
curtains of your habitations be
married and brought their wives
stretched out; do not hold back;
lengthen your cords and strengthen into that household. They would
need to make their tent bigger in
your stakes.”
order to hold more and more
This verse is found in the larger
people.
context of the Lord speaking to
The imagery fits our present stage
barren women. He calls them to
in the life of Christ the King. We
sing out because they will have
keep seeing new faces and, in
children through His covenant of
some cases, children are being
peace. It foreshadows the coming
born! That’s a sign of a healthy
of the Messiah in that in Him will
church! Therefore, our recent
the spirit beget spiritual offspring
renovation mirrors the passage
rather than merely physical ones.
found in Isaiah 54:2 in that we’ve
The beautiful promise gives hope
to the redemption that we have in made our space bigger to make
room.
Jesus despite the various
circumstances we find ourselves in. Christ the King has enlarged her
As the Lord continues to speak, he tent to fit the children of God
within His dwelling place. As we
tells the people to ‘enlarge’ their
rejoice in these things, remember
tents in order to make room for
what, or who this is all about. It’s
these physical and spiritual
about Jesus, our king and savior,
children. The metaphor makes
who has made all this possible. It’s
more sense in those days because
the majority of the people lived in only through Him that we see
people redeemed for the glory of
tents woven with goat hair. The
household consisted of a husband God.
Fabien Pering+
and wife and all their children.
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Our Last Sunday Before the Remodel
Pictures from Phyllis Stewart

Phyllis & Chris Stewart

Rebecca Mulvey

Elizabeth Lorch, and
Charity & Malachi Pering
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Bob Schwaiger

Michael & Tiffany Palmer

Danyan & William Hodges

D
D

eacon’s
iscourse
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The Rev’d Judy Battershell

so, the behavior patterns had
affected my mother strongly
enough that I had married
(unknowingly) an alcoholic. After
over fifteen years of marriage, it
was beginning to show and was
becoming a problem and my
friend convinced me to come
with her to this meeting and listen
to what other members of
families of alcoholics had to say
about living with their alcoholic
family member. I was not
convinced my husband was an
alcoholic as I never saw him drink
that much, but I finally agreed to
go. It took three meetings before
I heard a woman talking about the
behavior of her alcoholic husband
and it was just what I was living
with. I was shocked! I started to
come out of my denial of the
painful truth.

he “Attitude of
Gratitude.” I first was
introduced to this important state
of mind over forty years ago
when I attended an Al-Anon
Meeting with a friend and was
introduced to the famous 12-Step
Program for addictions – and it
changed my life! I had always
been a Christian from the time I
was baptized in the incubator at
birth, but I had believed as a
child believes – what I was told
to think and believe – not
necessarily what truth and
scripture actually say, or what it
means to apply truth in your own
life, your own person. The 12Step Program changed all of that
for me. My friend had been going
to Al-Anon meetings for many
years, off and on, as she was
married to an alcoholic and had
been raised by an alcoholic
father. I had no such experience
in my childhood – neither one of
my parents even drank alcohol. I
later learned that my mother’s
father had been a heavy drinker
in his younger years but quit
drinking before I was born. Even

As many of you might be aware,
“the Attitude of Gratitude” is one
of the twelve steps practiced by
people with addictions to learn to
overcome their destructive life
and live with sobriety. This step is
so important because it forces a
person to be consciously grateful
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for every good thing in their life,
and for their life itself. It is
impossible to stay angry,
disappointed, discouraged,
vengeful, or any of those
negative feelings we get from
time to time, when you are
being grateful for many things.
This important frame of mind is
a choice, as are all the others we
are faced with in our lives. We
can choose what we want to
think, and how we want to act.
So, when I wake up each
morning, I purposely remind
myself of as many of the things
that I am grateful for as I can
remember and thank God for
them. Beginning with the new
day God has provided me with,
I go on to thank Him for my
life, the people in my life (often
by name), and all the other
things I am grateful for. I am
always amazed at how much this
changes my outlook on the day.
My whole day goes differently
than it would if I forget to do
this (which happens
occasionally).

God has given me a
WONDERFUL life, a life I am
so grateful for there are no
words to express it. God has
given me much more than I
deserve and more than I ever
expected when I started out on
my journey as an adult. This is
why I know God loves me so
much, and why I am so grateful
to Him for each and every thing
in my life. I know God has the
same hopes and dreams for each
of you if you just listen and try
to let Him work His blessings in
your life. Remember, we have
free will, and God will let us
choose many things, and then
try to change our minds about
the ones that are not good for
us. But His will is always for our
good. And that is really
something to be grateful for.
In addition to this, we are
blessed to be the humble
servants of our Lord Jesus
Christ and his “Good News,” as
given to the Apostles and passed
down through the ages to us. As
we get ready for the Advent
season, coming up very soon, let
us really prepare our hearts to
receive the forgiveness we have
been given through the coming
of God’s son, and the blessings
He has prepared for those who
love Him. God bless us all and
keep us in His will!

Since November is the month
of Thanksgiving, I am even
more reminded of this attitude
and the 12-Step Program, which
changed my life for the better,
and brought me ever closer to
God. It is one of the many,
many things I am grateful for.
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The Rev’d Debby Buffum

F

or me the worship at
Santiago was beautiful. This
might mean we have a place
besides CTK if needed. On a
recent Friday a man rang our
doorbell having come on his bike.
I knew him and asked him in. We
talked. Then he said that I had
prayed for him and others he
knew in the past. Would I pray
for his mother who has lung
cancer? I was drastically humbled
and almost in tears that God
would use me to minister to this
man and his mother. I anointed
him with my Healing Oil and
prayed.

making me feel claustrophobic.
We also visited Saint Sophia
Cathedral in Kiev. It was
designed to rival Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople in Turkey. Kiev
had a sophisticated subway with
decorated platforms. We rode
about going places and shopping
on our own.
It is only this year with the war in
Ukraine that I have determined
that I am Ukrainian and not
Russian. My father’s father came
from Poltava in 1905 through
Ellis Island. He earned and sent
money for my grandmother, great
aunt, and aunts who then came
through Philadelphia. My father
was the first born of the latter
children. My father and his
extended family spoke Russian
and worshiped at the Russian
Orthodox Church. Ukraine got
its independence from Russia in
1991.

Growing up I knew that one was
to have earth from the homeland
of their heritage. When I was
traveling through the Soviet
Union in 1989, I was in Kiev,
Ukraine for a couple of days. We
visited Kiev Pechersk Lavra, the
Monastery of the Kiev Caves. It
was a labyrinth of passageways
with very small openings along
the sides where the monks
resided. The passageways were
extremely narrow in places

I knew that I should bring some
dirt from the homeland back to
America. However, I was warned
not to. They said that they would
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search your bags. So, while in
Kiev I bought a framed picture
of wildflowers thinking that
this would be as close as
possible to having dirt from
Russia. Now 33 years later I
have flowers from the
homeland of my ancestry. This
was surly God’s doing.
It seems there is never a
moment for me to sit down. I
am always short of time. We look
for things to stabilize and the path
to be smooth and level. When I
get a break especially after Frank
has gone to bed, I watch movies
or programs.

secured safe passage for 669
Jewish children. They never knew
who had done this for them until
years later. Queen Elizabeth
knighted Winton in 2003 for
“services to humanity, in saving
Jewish children from Nazioccupied Czechoslovakia.” Years
later when the children returned
to be reunited with their parents,
the parents had died in the
concentration camps. Fifty years
later the children met Nicky
celebrating and honoring him.
Nicky died in 2015 at the age of
106.

Nicholas Winton was a British
stockbroker living in
Czechoslovakia in the late 1930’s.
When Hitler accessed parts of the
country before they occupied it,
and WWII began, Nicky knew the
dire importance of getting Jewish
children out of Czechoslovakia.
Jewish parents besieged him to
take their children. He was 29
years old. Besides needing to have
official documents for the
children he needed to find families
who would taken them. Great
Britain was the only country
where families volunteered. He
organized trains out of Prague,
across Germany to Holland where
they boarded ships to Britain. He

Lisa cares for Sung an autistic
man. He had a major seizure and
fell into the glass top coffee table
bleeding copious amounts of
blood having cut himself in
several places. Fortunately, no
major organs were damaged.
Keep him in your prayers.
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Sunday, November 20, 2022
10:00 am
Join us in our newly remodeled sanctuary for our Pledge In-gathering
(when we submit our plans for giving for the coming year), celebrate
Holy Eucharist with our Bishop, and confirm some new members.
This will be a special Sunday you won’t want to miss!

I

n the mountains of Ecuador, 8
-year-old Génesis was invited
to an Operation Christmas Child
outreach event by her cousin.
There she heard the Gospel of
Jesus Christ clearly presented and
was surprised with her first gift
ever—a shoebox filled with a
stuffed animal, doll, and her
favorite toys. Even “the box itself
made me very happy,” said
Génesis.

Génesis went
home and
told her
mother, who
was sick with
COVID-19,
about Jesus.
As a result, both of her parents
came to faith in Christ! The
family was also grateful to God
for her mother’s full recovery.
Génesis went on to participate in
The Greatest Journey, the follow-up
discipleship program designed
especially for shoebox recipients,
where she learned more about
following Christ
and sharing Him
with others.

At the event, she also accepted
Jesus Christ into her heart! “I
have a new friend,” said Génesis.
“I am happy for the opportunity I
had to come here. I have learned
about God and received a
shoebox. He is my Savior.”
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November 12, 2022
Saturday—1 pm
St. Andrew’s
Danyan Hodges will be sharing
her testimony with us.

Third Quarter

Operation Christmas Child

November 5—Tara Randolph
November 6—Charity Pering
November 12—Everett Turbett
November 16—Greg Bond
November 19—Debby Buffum
November 20—Tom Cowie
November 21—Barbara Cowie
November 21—Bp. Eric Menees
November 21—Malachi Pering

December’s Deadline

Monday, November 14th
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Mike Archer
Wyatt Berz
Joseph Brown
Ryan Bruce
Nathaniel Carrasco
Stevie Ann Duff
Leslie Franklin
Daniel Hobson
Tim Johnson
Tim Kaber
Daniel Kennedy
Joseph Leckey
Mark Ian Longacre
Darren McCue
Alex McDonald
Andrea McDonald
Tania Palmer
JP Pooley
Ron Reed
Robbie Reid
Dennis Roberts, Jr.
James Ryan
Justin Sanders
Megan R. Schwerin
James Smith
Justin Smith
Jonathan Smitherman
Daniel Walters
Logan Waterman
Scott Welker
Jessica Wells

Statement of Financial Position
September 30, 2022

General Fund

85,543.60

Designated Funds
3120 Immediate Funds (Building & Plant)

80,034.52

31610 Altar Guild

1,100.57

31617 Mission of the Quarter Fund

2,855.00

31635 Daughters of the Holy Cross Fund

50.00

31645 Food Baskets Fund

301.20

31660 Martha & Mary Fund

140.13

31675 Youth Discretionary Fund
31820 Uncategorized Donations Fund
31825 Altar Flowers Fund

1,574.74
25.00
1,311.58

31830 Christ the King Academy Fund

0.38

31860 Rector Sabbatical Fund

600.00

31870 Debt Retirement Fund

200.00

Alta One Balance

173,736.72

Profit & Loss Performance

January—September 2022
Income/
Expenses

YTD

Total Income

150,273.23

Total Expenses

135,944.41

Net Income
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14,328.82

Ministry Leaders
Rector

Fr. Fabien Pering

(864) 525-1136

Deacon

Dcn. Debby Buffum

(760) 375-7489

Deacon

Dcn. Judy Battershell

(760) 371-4031

Parish Administrator

Melody Witham

(760) 793-1205

Music Director

Jordan Covert

(760) 608-1673

Director of Children’s Ministry

Barbara Arnts

(760) 608-3062

Sexton

Arnold Arnts

(760) 793-5510

Treasurer

John Lorch

(760) 793-0329

Vestry (Formation), Sr. Warden

Greg Bond (2025)

(760) 977-1525

Vestry (Parish Fellowship)

Daryl Moore (2025)

(760) 793-8883

Vestry (Com. Con.), Prayer Chain Coord. Rebecca Mulvey (2025)

(760) 608-7069

Vestry (Parish Fellowship), Jr. Warden;
Convention Delegate, Sound/Video
Leader, Building Committee Chair

Michael Palmer (2024)

(760) 793-2999

Vestry (Formation); Receiving
Treasurers & Stewardship Coordinator

Vilma Garrett (2024)

(760) 375-1383

Vestry (Parish Fellowship), Vestry Clerk

Melanie Lucero (2024)

(760) 608-3385

Vestry (Community Connections)

Fred Pauling (2023)

(760) 384-2085

Vestry (Community Connections)

Jennifer Turbett (2023)

(760) 382-1864

Vestry (Formation), Acolyte Director,
Alternate Convention Delegate

Sharon Battershell (2023) (760) 384-3385

M&Ms President, Food for Needy &
Operation Christmas Child Coordinator

Jo Stauffer

(760) 793-3945

DHC, President; Usher & Greeter Coord. Annie Blanc

(760) 793-3068

Convention Delegate

Phyllis Stewart (2023)

(760) 793-9278

Alternate Convention Delegate

Tiffany Palmer (2023)

(661) 247-5581

Altar Guild Chairman

Marge Brooks

(760) 371-7785

Pastoral Care, Intercessory Prayer Leader,
Lou Burrows
Compass Rose Chairman
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(760) 384-3444

Christ the King Anglican Church
PO Box 1132
Ridgecrest, CA 93556-1132

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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